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DocketNo- 4932-0001

WEARABLE z,IP WALLET

FrELp OF TrrE IhIVENTTON

[00011 The present invention relates generally to a personal wearable zip wallet

apparatus used for organizingcommonly carried items such as a cell phone, electronics, keys and

any other personal items needed and, more particularly, to such a zip wallet that can be adapted

for use by an individual wlrerein the zip wallet's contents may be aceessed with one hand.

BACKGROUND

[00021 Various personal carrying units have been utilized throughout history. Witb each

technological advance, individuals are choosing to carry more personal effeca on their person as

they view them as necessities. Individuals We always sought ways to hold the various items

that are now required in one's daily Iife (i.e., keys, cash, cell phone, credit cards, driver's license,

employee identification card as well as any other personal effects) that they wish to have easy

access to as the need arises (hereinafter, "necessary items").

[0003] All of the present manners and methods of carrying these necessary items lacks a

prastieal way of carrying them all in one case so that they are easily accessed and not separated.

Current options include placing the different items in different pockets of one's clothing. For

those using a wallet, it is often placed in their back pocket containing legal tender as well as

cards while their cell phone and their keys are placed somewhere else on their person. Those

choosing to eaffy ahatdbagmay, depending on its size, hold much ofwhat is needed, including

a purse.
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100041 Other attcmpts at a solution include: a pair of cargo pants with multiple poekets, a

fanny p*ck, abelt clip for a eell phone, a chain-wallet and a shoulder bag all of which have clear

disadvantages. Cargo pants separats the necessary items into different loeations, leadirg to a

hunt ttgough pockets rrr&eil a key or other canied item is desired. Cargo pants may also be

impractical in all social settings alrd climate eavironments" The fanny pack may hold many of

thc *ecessary itcm!, but looks bulky and unfashionable, and firther neds two hands to acc€ss

the contents. Belt clips for cell phones are illdesigned to cany items other than a cell phone .

Additionalty, a chain*wallct must first be rmoved from a pocket before its conterts may be

accessed. A chain-wal let may also ouly carry those itEfils u,hich fit wittrin &e bilIfold when

closed wtrich ultimarely must fit in thc user's pocket.

t000SI Shoulder bags may atso contain rnany of the necessary items, butthey essentially

function the sape as a woman's handbag. One major disadvantage of shoulder bags is that the

shoulder bag is easity separated from the per$on, e.g., someotre may accidentally leave it khind.

Another problem with shoulder bags and hand bags is that they require two hands to access the

nesegg3ry items contained tlrerein- Further, any items placed in their i:nterior are not otgaaiz*A

and they may mCIve fuely and may ultimately find theinsetvei at the bottom of the bag being

scretched by the ottrer items ttrereia. As such tlre bg, us a carrier, necessilates the use of a sub-

catriff,such as a compartmenlalized prsc, otherwiss none of the necessary and unaecessary

items would remain separated such as keys, cell phones and personal care products. The ensuing

contact between thc items may leadto both aestlretic ad stuctural damage to dts tag and the

items therein

$29842vt
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100061 Further, Scotsmen used to carry such necessary items in a sporan which hung in

the front of a kilt. In the age of cell phones, pagers, hand-held computers and i-Podsrt, the

design of a carrier must be updated, since society's necessary items have also changed.

[00071 Prior to this invention, the only way to transport all necessary items in one carrier

was with a hand bag, a shoulder bag or a fanny pack. All of these have disadvantages, as does

the folding wallet or chain-wallet that usually is slipped into the back p.ocket of a man's trousers'

The folding wallet only carries flat necessary items, such as credit cards and legal tender without

carrying capabilities for relatively bulky nec€ssary items, i.e., keys on a key-ring and a cell

phone or the tike. Sitting on a wallet may also cause sciatica, and catryng aheavy bag may also

cause physical injury. Also the repetitive placeffisnt of a rigid item in a pocket uray either stretch

or cause expedited wear to that article of clothing. Placing keys, or the like, with jagged sharp

ends may also cause unnatural wear on a garment.

[0oo8l 0BJECTS AND ADVANTAGES

t00091 Several objects and advantages of the present invention include, for example: all

necessary items are easily accessible with one hand and necessary items are in one organized

area, thereby preventing them from being seattered in the cours e of a day . By maintaining all of

the necessary items together, this further eliminates time wasted in the search of an item.

Further, the individual's clothing pockets are empty which enables the placement of unnecessary

items in ih"m, such as receipts, and the like. Further, individuals with disabilities who may have

limited mobility due to crutches, a wheelshair or the like may easily access the contents of the

present invention using only one hand-

1029842v1
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SUMMARY

[00r 1l various embodiments are provided trcrein uihich address among other things a

wallet having at least two surfaces defining an irrernal comparhnen! a zipper movably

eonnecting one of the at least two *nfaces to afiother of the atlf,stt$ro surfaces' the zipper

bcing rnovable between a first polition and a secord position such that, when the zipftr is ia thc

first position, the wallet wilt be clossd aud will hang &om tlre grst and s8cond arricles' and u&en

the zipper is in the second positiotr, the wallet will be open and the zipper u'ill be in a position

rot6ed by an angUlar a$rolrlrt firom its hauging positiou $rch fiaf the ?Jlppf5 will be in a

substantially horizontal position, and so forth'

t00121 ln apcardancc with an emb,{iment, opeling a wearable zip wallet with ooe hand

by #pping a corser above a rigidly affixed zrppetpulling the comer in a longihrdinal direction

moving tre zippr from a closed position t0 an open position, aod rotating the wallet an angular

amount such thatthe wallet will harg ia a sub$tantially horizontal position'

100131 In the drawings, like referonce numbers geirefally furdicale identical, functionally

similar, and/or structurally sirnilar elements. The various exemplary embodiments will be

described with reference to the acrompanying drawings' wtrrreiu:

t0014.1 FIG. I is a perspective frontal view of an exemplary zip wallet in a closed

position fasteaed ts abelt in accordance with aa emhdiment oriented in avertical position;

100I5| FIG. 2 is a perspective rEarviewofthe ap wa|lxofFlG. 1;

lO29&42v1
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[0$I6l FIG. 3 is a sestional view ofthe interisr of zzip wallet in accardance with an

embodiment;

[00171 flG" ,* is a top perspective view of ttre zip wallet fastened to a belt in apcordance

uith an embodimenq

[00181 FIG. 5 is aperspective *ontal viewofttre zip wallet inan openpositionfastened

to a belt in accordance with an embodimeut;

[00f 91 FIG" 6 is a perspective frontal view of the np wallet in an open position fastened

to a belt loop ad a klt in accordarse witb auothcr emMimcnt;

100201 FlG.7 is a sectional view of the ap wallet in an opn position in accordancs with

an embodiment;

[]0211 FIG. I is a perspective *ontal viow ofthe zip wallet with the aryr in a first

position overlaid with tlre zipw in a second position with cnrrespording refereuce A; aod

l00r2l FIG. 9 is a perspective frontal view of a chain-wallet,

TIETATLED TIESCBIPTTgN Or Tm VARIOUS EMBODIMENTS

100231 FIG. 9 is a perspctive *ontal view of a chain-wallet which is typically fastened

to a belt, belt loop or the like via the clip wherein tlre attashed wallet is placed in the wearer's

pocket. Further, a user of a chain-wallet must rsfiiove the wallet from his pocket m access its

cor$Erts. Some chain-wallets also have zip,pers, but the contents to be placed therein remain

limicd to those it€xn$ u/hich enable the entire wallet to be placed withfu the user's pocket.

L l029MZvl
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borizontal oricntation, a user applies a force on opional loop I30 or the corresponding comer

touffids loop 125 where tlre fasteners I 15a and I l5b to thus create resistance causing the zipper

slide 13i to ssparate the zipper eask 140 enabting the individual to access the contents ofthe zip

wallet 102. To cause the z$wall*lOZls rotate to a substantially vertical orientatior; a user

applies force in a downward direction at somer 150 to $en;te resistance causing the zipper slide

135 to join the zipper r,aokt40.

[002s1 FIG. 2 is a perpective rcar view of the zip wallet appratus 200 without the

optional conmctors I l5a, I l5b or belt 110. The zip wallct posterior 230 remains substartially

direct€d torrnards the wearer while in hth the horizoctal and vertical orieatations.

100261 FIG. 3 is a sectional view of one configruatisn, for example, ofthe interior

compartclents of the zip wallet apparafirs 300. Itr this embdimen! the interior ofthe zip wallet

apparatus 330 is suhantially divided into one or more sections, having, for example, two

dividing sections 310a 310b. The dividing f7ap3l0a 3lOb may be utilized to separate a cell

phone, keys, Iegal tender notes, credit cards while maiMining an organizational scheme for

guick access to any personal cCIntents contained therein Card sleeves 32A1320b may firrtlrer be

implemented as an option to s€paratc and organize credit, bank, public transportation or business

cards.

WO27l FIG. 4 is a top perspctive of ths zip wall*apparatus 400. In this embodimeu!

the Friag 120 ,{td,the zipper slide 135 are fastened to the klt 1t0 via carabineers 115a, 1 l5b,

respectively. In this embodiment, when the aipwatlel102 is ir a partialty opened horizontal

orientation it allows a uscr to access his necessary iteurs such as a cell phone 410 and keys 42A,

$29942vt
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FIG" 5 is a perspective frontal view of the zip wallet spparatus 500 in a partially

opened substantially horizontal orieatatioa. In this example, the zip wallet 102 is fastened to the

b€lt 110 via an intervuring D-ring 520. Further, the belt 110 is fed tlrough belt loops 510a, 510b

to maintain the position of the zip wall*t 102 in relation to a user's waist.

[0{t291 FIG. 6 is a perspective frordal view ofthe zip wallet apparatus 600 io aprtial$

opned substantially horizortat orientation. krthis example" an alternative method of fastening

tl:r ?i? wallet 102 is via the loop 125, D-riry 120, carabineer I l5a and belt loop 510a.

[00301 YIG.7 is a sectional view of the zip wallet apparatus 700 itr an opn position

containiag exemplary personal items in accordance with onc EmbodimerL The two botiom

halves 7&^,74f}bof the ap wallet 102 xegeuerally attache4 but are shown separated to assist

in viewing aa.organizalion ernbodiment nf *" interior regions 310a, 310b. Further, in this

embdimenq subsantially flat items are orgwi'redon the division closest to the user on the right

half interior region 310b sirce this example is made for a right-handed user. Exemplary items

include legal tmd*r natss 750 and crcdit, bar*, business andlor public transportation cards 750

$hish will not fall out, even if the wallst is left open L*gal tender 760, and the like, should be

folded widthwise and tucked under the flap 3I0a to ftnher r""* it. A user may aocess the legal

tender nsl*s 760, cards 75A, pens, cell phone 410, keys 420, etc., containd in the zip wallet

using one hand even when secured by a seat belt orin a radreelchair. Such organizxional

division of substantially planar items and non-planar items allou's the zip wallet 700 to lay flat

against the user's side" Likewise, other configurations are possible depending on the user's

location preference. Substantially non-planar items such as a cell phone 410, keys 420, aperr

lA2984.2vl
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T20orthelike,areorganiredonthedivisionftrtlre$tfromtheuser. In&isernbodiment,thisis

sn the left half interior region 310a.

[00311 FIG. I is a froatal prspctive view ofthe npwalletappara&s 8ffi ia a

snktantially vertical o,riesrtation overlaid in a substantially horizontal orientatifiL Reference

nruueral A refem to the same corrcsponding comer ofthe zipwall* 102 in bth the ve*ical and

horizontal orientations. When the zip wallet 102 ie in a substantially horizoaal posilioq tbe

dcgree (represected by 0) may vary subsarrially. Such variance is *om 15" < 0 < 45" ftom

vertical so as to preventthe coctents from fallirg out"

[00321 While various ernbodimcnts of the pres€ffi inver*ion have been described above,

it should be understood that tlrey have been presented by way of o<ample only, and not in

limit*isn- Accordingly, it will be apparent to persons skilled in &e relevant arttbat various

changes in form anddetartl can be made therein without departing &om the spirit and scop ofthe

irvestion- Thus, tte breadth and scope of the Bresent inverrtion should not be limited by any of

the abovedescribed exemplary Enrbodiments, but should be defined only in accordancewiththe

following elaims ard their equivalents.

1029842v[
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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS:

1. A wallet, eomprising:

at least tw'o surfaces defining an internal comparhtent;

a zipper movably connecting one of.the at least two surfaces to another of the at

least two surfaces;

a first corurector coupled to at least one ofthe tq/o surfaces configured for

aftachment to a first article;

a secoad corurec'for haviog a first and secold ed cotryled to the zipperby *p first

d and cotrylod to a s€cond article;

the zip,per being movable betrpeen a fimt position and a second position sr:ch that,

u&en the zipper is in the firstposition, the wallet will be closed a$d wilt hang from the first and

wondarticles, and

when ttre zipper is in the seeond position, the wallet witl be open aod the zipper

will be in a position rotated by an angular amourt from its hanging position such that the zipper

will h in a substantially horizontal position.

2. The wallet of claim I wherein onc of tlre at least twCI surfaces is a

substan:ially elastic surface.

3. The walletofclaim I wtrereinoneoftheatleasttwo surfaces is a

substantialy rigrd surfacc.

4. The wallet of claim l, further comprising at least one card sleeve.

5. The wdlet of cloim l, fixfher comprising at least one intemal surface

which atleast prtrally separates the intenral comptrtme$t into at least two storags sections.

t* $Ds42vt
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6" The wallet of clairn 5o wherein the at least one internal surface s€paratcs

the intemal comparhrent into substantially equai storage halves.

7. The rvallet of claim 5, further comprising at least a second intomal surface

which atleastyart:arlly separats$ the intemal compartme$t into at leastthree stomge sections-

8. The wallef of claim 5 wherein the at least one internal surface separates

&e internal comparhent into vertical $torage sections.

g. A method of opening a wearable zip wallet wittr one hand, comprising:

securing a first connector coupled to ths wallet to a first article;

securing a second connector eoupled to the rvallet to a second aracle;

gnming a corner absve an$dly affixed zipp ;

pullfug the eorner in a longitudirnl direxion moving &e zipper from a closed

positionto an open position; and

rotditrg the wallet a*a*galzr amount such that the wallet will hang in a

slfiq*rrtiatty horizontal position

t0. A metfuod ofclosiug a wearable zrp wallxrrith one hand comprising:

srcuring a fimt csnnector coupled to the wallet to a first article1'

sestxrtng a $ffind cannector coupled to the wallet to a second article;

gripifg a correr below a rigidly affixed zipr;

tbc m in a tongitdinal direction moving fu zipper &om an open

mil sch rhd fu snellet rrill hang in a

t2
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[003s1

ABSTRACT OF TI{E DISCLOST'RE

A wallet having at least trro surfaces defining an internal compar&enL azrppr

movably connecting one of the at least two sufaces to another of the a* least two srrrfaces, the

up being movable between a first positioa and a second position such ttnt, when the zipper is

in tb first pmitiosr, the wallet will be elosed and will hang; aod uihen the zipryr is in the second

positiotr,the wallet will be open and the zippe* will be in a position r,otated by an angular amount

from its hanging position such that th€ zippcr will be in a substantially horizontal position.
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